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G oods  Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions  R emarks  
R emoval goods  • DA 304 and P . 1.160. 

• OR IG INAL P as s port including page with 
date of entry in S outh Africa. 

• Detailed inventory for attes tation 
• P ermanent res idence documents  or 
• Temporary res idence permit and work 

permit. 

Duty free Owner of the s hipment mus t be in S outh Africa 
before C us toms  clearance can take place. 
 
R eturning res idents  mus t have been out of 
S outh Africa for an unbroken period of at leas t 6 
months . 

Diplomats ' removals  • Detailed inventory. 
• Diplomatic clearance. 
• C ertificate from relevant E mbas s y in S outh 

Africa, and counters igned by S outh African 
Department of F oreign Affairs . 

Duty free  

W edding trous s eaux Invoice required. S ubject to payment of duties .  
Inheritance • C opy of Death C ertificate. 

• C opy of will of deceas ed or certified 
relevant extract there from or copy of 
P robate from the C ourt, if the deceas ed 
died inters tate. An E nglis h trans lation is  
neces s ary if document is  not in E nglis h. 

• Inventory (if copy W ill or other document 
does  not s pecifically detail the goods  to be 
imported) with s upporting declaration from 
the Lawyer confirming that the goods  to be 
imported are the legatee's  rightful s hare of 
the es tate. 

• Import permit. 
• Declaration from the Legatee confirming 

that he is  a permanent res ident in S outh 
Africa and a beneficiary under the W ill of 
the deceas ed. 

• S pecial application mus t be made to 
C us toms . 

Duty free entry if the legatee is  permanently 
res iding in S outh Africa. 
 
Duty is  payable on motorcars , motor cycles  and 
mopeds . A “Letter of Authority” (LOA) is  to be 
is s ued by the S outh African B ureau of 
S tandards  in P retoria. 

The goods  s hould not be dis patched until the 
C us toms  have given authority for Duty free 
entry. 

New furniture, Hous ehold 
items , P res ents  and S ouvenirs  

 S ubject to payment of full duties .  
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G oods  Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions  R emarks  
W orks  of art, Antiques   Duty free entry if:  

• W orks  of art are forming a part of a bona 
fide hous ehold removal, or 

• Articles  are over 100 years  old. 
• Thes e articles  have been in the us e and 

pos s es s ion of the owner for more than 12 
months  and 

• Are not for s ale or other dis pos al. 

 

P recious  metal objects   Duty free entry is  allowed on the s ame bas is  
and under the s ame conditions  as  furniture and 
other articles . 

 

Motor cars , motor-cycles , 
mopeds , power-driven boats  
with inboard engines  

• C us toms  form DA 304/A 
• R egis tration papers  
• Document s howing that the vehicle has  

been in the owner's  us e and pos s es s ion 
abroad for more than 365 days  before the 
importation of the vehicle (original purchas e 
invoice, ins urance certificate, etc.. .) 

• Import permit 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• A “Letter of Authority” (LOA) is s ued by the 

S outh African B ureau of S tandards  in 
P retoria, has  to be s ubmitted to C us toms  
at the time of clearance of all motor 
vehicles  (excluding motor cycles ) imported 
into S outh Africa. 

 

Duty free entry if:  
The vehicles  (cars , motor cycles , mopeds ) will 
not be s old or otherwis e dis pos ed of for 2 years  
after the date of importation. 
V alue Added Tax at current rate is  as s es s ed on 
the imported value of the vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A fee of R 1800.00 per vehicle, payable to the 
S AB S  is  applicable. 
 
 
 
 
 

Temporary res idents  mus t pay a C AS H 
C us toms  B ond to cover full duties  and taxes  and 
can only apply for a refund from the S outh 
African Department of C us toms  & E xcis e of this  
C as h B ond on proof of re-export of the motor 
car from S outh Africa. 
 
R eturning res idents  pay full duties  and taxes . 
Temporary res idents  mus t provide a cus toms  
bond to cover full duties  and taxes , and do not 
need an Import P ermit. 
 
F oreign Diplomats  pay no duties  or taxes , 
s ubject to provis ion of Diplomatic clearance 
certificate, and proof of value. 
 
No left-hand drive motor vehicles  new or us ed 
purchas ed after J anuary 1st,  2000, will be 
allowed to be imported in S outh Africa. 

C aravans , trailers   S ubject to payment of duties .  
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G oods  Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions  R emarks  
Dangerous  G oods , F irearms  • Import permit 

• S outh African P olice F irearm R egis trar 
C ertificate S AP  312 

  

Narcotics , drugs , incitements   Importation prohibited.  
P lants  and vegetable products  P hytos anitary certificate.   
Dogs , C ats , B irds  • R abies  V accination certificate 

• Health certificate 
• Import permit 

Import permit granted after the owner has  made 
arrangements  for the period of quarantine 
required for pets  travelling from mos t, but not all 
countries . 

 

W ine, liquor, alcohol • Import permit 
• Liquor removal certificate 

S ubject to payment of full duties . It’s  neces s ary to fulfil thes e conditions  before 
the arrival of the s hipment. 

P ornographic books  and 
magazines , "walkie-talkie" 
radios , certain feathers , furs , 
s kins , tus ks , etc. of animals  
coming under the protected 
s pecies  regulations  

 Importation prohibited.  

 
F umigation of wood 
pac kaging 

 E ffective J anuary 01, 2005  

Ins pectors  from the S outh African 
Department of Agriculture will ins pect 
Import S hipments  at S outh African 
P orts  to determine that this  
requirement has  been adhered to and 
obvious ly s hipments  containing wood 
packages  not having the IS P M 15 mark 
will not be allowed into S outh Africa.  

W e therefore urge you to res earch this  
requirement with your s uppliers  of wood / timber 
packaging materials  at origin to ens ure that this  
S outh African regulation is  complied with. 

E ffective J anuary 1s t, 2005 a new 
regulation to import s hipments  packed in 
wood will be implemented.   
 
All wood pac kaging utilis ed on Import 
S hipments  to S outh Afric a mus t be " IS P M 
15"  c ertified at origin.  This  means  that  
E ach wooden crate that comes  into the 
country mus t be treated agains t plagues  
and marked in accordance with the 
requirement of IS P M 15. 
 
Ins pectors  from the S outh African 
Department of Agriculture will ins pect 
Import S hipments  at P orts  to determine 
that this  requirement has  been adhered 
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G oods  Documents  required C us toms  P res criptions  R emarks  
to and obvious ly s hipments  containing 
wood packages  not having the IS P M 15 
mark will not be allowed in the country.  
 
F or more details  go to: 
http://www.nda.agric.za 
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